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The study explores English as a Foreign Language (EFL) teachers’ media
literacy in three diverse school settings in Kazakhstan, including rural, urban
and regional schools. Given the increasing digitalisation and the advancement of
artificial intelligence in pedagogy, enabling teachers to engage with media-
generated information critically has become an inalienable part of 21st century
education. Particularly, teachers’ media literacy in the developing context, of
which Kazakhstan is one, has been relatively underrepresented in international
literature. As such, this study can make a valuable contribution to further
research on teachers’ multiple literacies and social justice.

In Chapter 1, Aigul presents the rationale for the study by situating media
literacy (ML) within the broader challenges of English language teaching in
Kazakhstan. She outlines the significance of ML in global and local contexts
and identifies a gap in how EFL teachers perceive and implement ML in diverse
school settings. The chapter concludes by stating the study’s aim and
formulating the following research questions, which guide the investigation.

In Chapter 2, Aigul highlights the educational context shaping ML development,
drawing on international frameworks and national reforms. She examines the
structure of Kazakhstan’s education system, teacher preparation pathways, and
current ML-related policies. The chapter identifies key challenges—including
policy fragmentation and unequal resource distribution—that influence how ML
is integrated into EFL practice.

In Chapter 3, Aigul presents a clearly defined conceptual framework, which
analyses various concepts of ML and the related literacies, teachers’ criticality
and self-efficacy, classroom behaviour and practices, which may offer a
foundation for examining the multiple dimensions of teachers’ understanding
and use of media. Particularly, the application of Ajzen’s Theory of Planned
Behaviour (Ajzen, 2020) and Bandura’s Self-Efficacy Theory (Bandura, 1995)
supports an investigation into how teacher perceptions and beliefs can relate to



their pedagogical decisions. Also, the discussion of critical ML skills is
structured around the concepts of deconstruction, representation, intertextuality,
multimodality, and media creation. These categories are examined through the
lenses of Critical Pedagogy (Freire, 1970) and Multiliteracies Theory (New
London Group. 1996), which together frame literacy as socially situated and
ideologically embedded. These concepts effectively inform the analytical

framework and guide the study’s key findings.

In Chapter 4, Aigul lays her research design, which is a multiple case study with
six EFL teachers as her unit of study. The use of multiple data collection
methods. including interviews, focus groups, classroom observations, document
analysis and research journal, ensures research quality. Thereby, her sequencing
of the data collection process is logical and contributes to the robustness of the
research design. There are, however, certain limitations that are worth noting.
Whilst the case-study approach enables the depth of analysis of the phenomenon
under investigation, further research involving a larger and more diverse sample
size both geographically and institutionally could enhance the representativeness
of the study results. In addition, a longitudinal study could provide a fuller
picture of how teachers” practices and beliefs evolve over time, especially as
media tools and educational policies continue to develop. The study could also
benefit from further development of the mixed methods design, particularly n
terms of integrating quantitative and qualitative findings in a more tightly
connected manner.

In Chapter 5, Aigul discusses her key findings. The data analysis reveals how
teachers engage with complex aspects of media and their practices in developing
critical media awareness in their respective students. The emphasis on how
teachers approach these elements in their classroom practice is particularly
valuable and. hence the thesis could be further strengthened by a more detailed
exploration of how students respond to such instruction. In addition, external
factors, such as school type. geographical location, school structure and culture.
access to professional development, and physical infrastructure can influence
teachers” perceptions of ML and classroom practices. These contextual factors
are considered alongside classroom-level practice, which offers a broader view
of the conditions that enable or inhibit teachers” perceptions and practices in
relation to MLin diverse educational settings.

In Chapter 6, Aigul presents her key research findings and discuss them in
relation to relevant literature. The research findings highlight the importance of
supporting the EFL teachers® ML through ongoing professional development
and institutional investment into digital infrastructure. The recommendations are
aligned with the evidence presented and are likely to be of use to educators,



school leaders, and policymakers in Kazakhstan and the comparable contexts.
The study’s findings carry practical implications for enhancing ML education at
the pre-service and in-service teacher education level in Kazakhstan. Its
recommendations may inform institutional strategies to strengthen critical media
and ethical pedagogy, particularly in multilingual and post-Soviet educational
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environments. The findings reflect a variety of approaches and levels of
engagement with a focus on the affordances and constraints the EFL teachers
encounter in their school settings. The study presents a careful account of how
the media can support the teaching of foreign langua

oe
ge.

In Chapter 7, Aigul offers a coherent and well-executed discussion of
recommendations for different stakeholders and the way her study contributes to
knowledge. Aigul also carefully reflects on her research journey and further
plans. In general, Aigul’s study contributes to knowledge by building an
understanding of how teachers conceptualise and enact ML in practice. The
study addresses its objectives clearly and offers a reasoned analysis grounded in
the empirical research.

Final Recommendation:

I conclude that the thesis submitted by Aigul Yeleussiz, entitled ‘Exploring EFL
Teachers’ Media Literacy in Kazakhstan: A Case Study’, as part of the 8D01703
- Foreign Language: Two Foreign Languages doctoral programme, is of a
standard suitable for submission and oral defence for the award of the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD).
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Eneyci3 Aiirys BeiiGiTKbI3bIHbIH

«Kazakcmarnoazer wiemen mini myzanimoepiniy meoua cayammoliblebin
3epmmey: Keuc-cmaou»
TaKbIPBIOBIHAAFbI TOKTOPJIBIK AMCCEPTALMACHIHA

ITIKIP

J-p J3Bua ®poct
Byadcon konnenxkinin kypmerri npodeccopsb, KeMOpuax
YHHBEpPCHTETI
Aiirya Eneyci3ain mereaik FbIIBIMH KeTeKici

Byn enbex Kasakcranaarel yII Typiai MeKTell KarfaiblHAa
(ayBUIABIK, KaJaJIBIK )KOHE aHMAKTBIK MEKTENTep/ie) aFbUILIBIH TUIIH LIeTel
Tii peTiHAe OKBITATBIH MYFaliMAEpAiH Meaua cayaTThUIBIFBIH 3epPTTeHI.
Kasipri TaHna 6imimM Gepy canachiHAarbl UM(pIaHIBIPYABIH KYIUEIOl MeH
’KaCaHIbl MHTEJUIEKTTIH AaMyblHa OailaHpICThl MYFaliMIEpAIH MeauaaaH
aJIbIHFaH aKIapaTThbl CBIHU TYPFbIIA TyciHin, Tangan 6imyi XXI raceipaars
6imim GepymiH axbipamac GesiriHe aiiHanasl. Ocipece, KasakcTaH CUsKTbI
JaMymisl engepAe MyFaliMIepAiH MeJua CayaTThUIBIFbl XalbIKapallblk
3epTTeysieplie XKETKUTIKTI Iopeele KapacThlpbUIMAraH. CoHJIBIKTaH, 6¥n
3epTTey MYFANIMAEPAIH KOIKBIPJIbI CAyaTThUIBIFBl MEH JNEYMETTIK
OMINIETTINIIK MaceleNiepiH 3epTTeyre KYH bl YIec Koca ajlajbl.

3eprreynin  Gipimmi  TapaybiHma ~ Afiryn  Eneycis  meaua
cayaTThUIBIKTE! Ka3akcTaH[IaFbl afbUIUBIH TUIH IIETeN TUIl peTiHAe
OKBITATHIH MyFaJiMAEpAiH alblHAa TYpFaH KeH ayKbIMIbl Macelenep
ascBIHAA KapacThIPBIN, 3epTTeyAiH HerizaemeciH ycbiHazsl. On meaua
cayaTTBUIBIKTHIH JkahaH/IBIK XKoHe XKEPTiliKTi AeHreHaeri MaHbI3AbLIbIFbIH
AIIbII KOPCETIM, SpTYpPii MEKTeN )XarfaiiapblH/ia aFbUILIBIH TiIH [IETel
T peTiHAe OKBITATBIH MyFaliMAEpAiH Meaua CayaTTBUIBIK Typalibl
TyciHiKTepiHiH ocam TycTapeiH aHbikTanm Gepemi. Tapay 3eprreyni
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o3 : _ PCTIHAC  OKbITY Takipubecine kaiaii
eHFi3ineTlHlHe acep eTe.Tm H?l‘l?:l“l KUBIHABIKTap—CcasicaTThil yiiecneyi
e pe cypCTApAbIH TEHCI3 Oeninyi—aiikpy KepceTinreH. '

3epﬂeyglﬂ YUIIHIN - TapayelHaa Aiiryn  mejma CayaTThLTBIKKS
karbicTBI TYPTI YFBIMIAP/EL, OFaH OaiinanbicTel Gacka ja CayaTTbLIbIK
TanepiH, MYFAJIMACPAIH  ChIHH Ke3Kapachl MeH @3iHAIK THIMIMiriH,
[elarorMKaIbIK Te)l(l}_)lflﬁeClH TajliayFa Heri3 GonaThlH aHbIK api AKyiiei
KOHLENTYA/IBIK HETI3NEME YChIHabl. byn Heriszeme Myranimaepiin
veuatbl TYCIHY1 MEH KOJZaHYbIHBIH KbIPIapblH KapacThIpyra MyMKiHIiK
6epeni. JMCCEPTALMAHBIH KOHIUENTYAABIK Heri3jeMecine Tipex peTinze
keneciziell TeOpUsIIAp anblHFaH: baHTypaHblH @3iHIK THIMAIITIK TEOPHSCHI
(banypa, 1995) xoue AW3eHHIH JXOCTIapaHFaH MiHe3-KYJIBIK TEOpHsChI
(Aii3eH, 2020). byn Teopusnap MyFamiMAepAiH Ke3Kapachl MeH
ceHiMZIePiHiH OJIap/IBIH Te/larOrMKaNbIK LelliMAepiHe Kanaii acep eTeTiHiH
seprreyre MymMKiHik 6epesi. Conzaii-ak, Me/a CayaTThLUIBIKTbI AaMbITYTa
KOKeTTI ~ CHIHM  JAF[BUIApAbl  JEKOHCTPYKUMS,  PeTpe3eHTalis,
MHTEPTEKCTYaIABLIBIK, ~MYJIbTHMOJAIIBUIBIK JKOHE —MEJHaHbl Kacar
WBIFApPy CMAKTBI HETi3ri YFBIMAApP apKbUIbI Taljay YChIHBUIFAH. ATtanran
yroivpap [layno ®peiipenin (Ppefip, 1970) CeiHM meaarorukachl jKaHe
JIOHZIOHHBIH JKAHALIBLT 3€pTTEeYIIiep TOOBIHBIH (1996) Ken cayarThLIbIK
TeOpHsCHl TYPFHICBIHAH KAapacCThIPBLIBIM, CaYaTTBUIBIKTEL SNEYMETTIK JKoHe
HIEONOTUSANBIK TYpPFblAa LIapTTajfaH KyOBITBIC PETIHAE TYCIHYre Ko
amansr, Ockl KOHIEMLHMSIAp 3epTTey/iH aHAIUTHKAJBIK HEM3IH Kypbl,
Heri3ri KOPBITBIHABLIapAbI aHbIKTayla MaHbI3/Ibl POl aTKapazabl.

3eprTeymi TepTiHuI TapayblH/a Aiiryn esi.ui.ﬁ 3epr'rey.11.v13au.m>u;
YChiHazel, By 3epTTey AM3aiHbl alThI aFBUILLIBIH TUIH LIETE T perméln
OKBITATBIH MyFaJliMl KaMTHTbIH Keic CcTajy dJICIHE Hemnenreu.M 9
3epTTey/IiH camachlH KaMTaMachl3 €Ty Makcatblgia OipHeie AepeK >1<a ;
dMicTepin: cyx6arrap, (poxyc-TonTap, CHIHBITTBIK 6ai<bma);, Kf:a:;ngm
Taljay jkoHe 3epTTey KYHAENIriH KOIIAHALBL AMTyIIIH ma% s
KUHay pertimiri oKydem TYPAC KypBbLIBII, 3e;3'gey m:meynepi b
CeHiMZinirin apTTHIpajBl. [lereHMEH, 3epTTey UK KeHOIp = S o
0ap exenin atan ety KaxeT. Mpicallbl, KEHC cTafin SAIC! SCP.MeH Sk
KYORUbICTEI  Tepemipex TYCIHYre MYMKIHAIK GepreHiMeH,
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catbIk sKaHe canal '< ACPEKTEPII 03apa Thirg3 Gaii:ummcn,lpu OTIDII
Liay /! KaMTaMachl3 €TY MaHbI3 1] 60Jlap el IPBITT
TaAAS i
3epTTEYAIH 6:ecmun Tapaybiuna  Aiiryn o3 SepTTeYiNiK Herars
LariKkeepIH tanjaidfibl. Jepekrepyi Tannay myramimaepain memanin

m)lleni KbIPJIAPBIMEH Kallal XKyMBIC icTeiiTinin KOHE OKyLIbLIap/a Chilu
wequa CayaTTBUIBIKIBL - MaMbITYNarel ToxipuGecin kepceresti. Ocipece,
yyraniMAepAin - OYIl  olleMentTepi  chimbimrary: ToKipubese  Kataii
xonaHaThIHbIHA Oaca Hasap aynapbutrans €peKLIe KyHbl oMbl OThIp.
ConbIKTaH TUCCEPTALMAHbI ONaH dpi Kylueiity YIWIH OCbIH/aii cabakTap
GapbichiHIa OKYLUBUIAPIBIH  ©31EpiHiH Kanall skayar KalTapaTblHbIH
TepeHipeK 3€pTTey Ha]?'llla.ﬂbl. Oonap eni. ConbiMen Katap, MeKTenTiH TYPpI,
opHATAaCKaH JKEP1, MEKTEITIH KYPbUIbIMBI MEH MQJEHHETi, KaciOu aamy
MYMKIHIIKTEP] MEH MaTepHalblK-TeXHHKAIbIK HHOPAKYPBITBIM CHSKTbI
CHIpTKbl (aKTOpNap Ja MyFaliMIAepliH MeJua cayaTThUIbIKKA JereH
Ke3Kapacbl MEH CBIHBINTArbl ToXIpuOeciHe acep eryi mymkiH. Ochbl
KOHTEKCTIK ~ (aKTopjliap CBIHBINI JeHreiHgeri TaxipubeMeH Karap
KapacTBIPBUIBIN, ~ MYFaliMIAEPAIH  Me[ua  CayaTTBUIBIKTBI  dPTYpIi
MeKTeNTep/le €HTi3yl MeH KOJJaHybIHa bIKMal €TeTiH HeMece Ke/aepri
KeNTipeTiH XaFaainap/pl KeleH i Typ/ie TyCiHyre MyMKIHIIK Oepeni.

3epTTeyMiH AITHIHIUBI TapayblHaa AWryn e3 3epTTeyiHIH Heri3ri
HOTHXKENIEPIH  YCBIHAQABI ~ JKOHE  ONIaplbl THICTI - aﬂe6uenep§1e.u
GaiinaHbICTBIpa OTHIPBIN TaAi/bL. 3epTTey HOTHKENEpl arbUILIbIH TUIH
meten TN peTiHAe OKBITATHIH MyFaliMICpAIH MEeIua CayaTThLIbIFbIH
Y3IiKCi3 Kaci6u faMy apKbUlbl skoHe GiniM bepy MekeMenepinie UK
HHQpaKypbUTBIMFa WHBECTHLIMS  TapTy  apKbUIBI KOJIJay IbIH
MaHBI3/bLIBIFBIH KOpceTei. ¥ ChIHBICTAp 3ePTTEY/E allbIHFaH ,'le.f.le{l,‘lq:’)_MEH'
YHIeC kenemi joHe KasakcTaH MeH YKcac OKarjanjarbl 6inim  Oepy
Kyhenepinaeri MyFajimaepre, — MEKTel GaciibLIapbiHa  KOHE
cascatkepiepre maimamel  Oomybl  MYMKIH. 3epTTe)f HSTH)K,enepl
Kasakcranmars arpurmiblH TiliH OKBITATBIH MYF amMAepAl Aaspiay MeH
ONApABIN GiMiKTLNNH apTTRIpyAa Meua CayaTThUIBIKTEI KeT‘HmPYJiiH
NIPaKTUKANBIK MAHBI3bIH AMKbIHAAHIBL. YChIHBICTAp OKY opbmniz;:: F};
CbIHM Menua cayaTThUIBIKTEI )KoHE ?Tnlcanblx He_llaFOFHKa:rI:;i:; )K:yme
OarbiTTanran cTpaTerusyiapbiy osipneyre, 9CIpece l;.n img Ty
NoCTKeHecTik GimiM Gepy OpTachHIZ, KoJnzay _K?PCCTC = 'Lrlin.i Sy
H3TWKenepi mexTen >karaadbIHAa aFBUILLBIH TUTIH LIET
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